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GENERATOR SECURITY TIPS

Generators are a hot commodity and are frequently stolen. Here are a few suggestions on securing your generator from the possibility of theft. 
1. Copy the make, model and serial number for your records. Add a photo for your records. Engrave personal ID number on generator

     (Do not use your SS#)

2. Attach a heavy duty chain and lock to your generator. Secure the chain to an immovable object, such as: garage floor, utility shed floor, garage wall. 

3. Utility shed: Bury a five gallon bucket in the ground and fill the bucket with cement and large eye hook, attach a heavy duty chain and lock to the generator and secure to ground.

4. Always lock your utility shed and garage door.

5. Be especially aware of leaving your garage doors open to public view. Most criminals will case the area before committing their burglary. If they see you have a generator, there is a good chance they will return at an opportune time.

6. If you have windows on the garage door(s), cover them with a dark film so that the interior can not be seen from the outside.

7. Add a dead bolt lock to any side entrance door to the garage.
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RESIDENTIAL BURGLARY 
SECURITY TIPS:

The burglar's selection process is simple.  Choose an unoccupied home with the easiest access, the greatest amount of cover, and with the best escape routes. 
 What follows is a list of suggestions to minimize your risk by making your home unattractive to potential burglars.

1. Secure all doors and windows, even when at home.

2. Have a good security system installed.

3. Outdoor lighting is one of the most efficient crime prevention tools.

4. Notify neighbors when you are on vacation.
DOORS & LOCKS
· Use a solid core wood or metal door for all entrance points

· Doors should fit tightly into the door frame

· Use a quality, heavy-duty, deadbolt lock with a one-inch throw bolt

· Use a quality, heavy-duty, door knob-in-lock set with a dead-latch mechanism

· Use a heavy-duty strike plate with 3-inch screws to penetrate into a wooden door frame

· Use a wide-angle 160° peephole mounted no higher than 58 inches
ALARM SYSTEMS
· Alarm systems are effective deterrents with visible signage
· Alarm systems to be properly installed, programmed, and maintained
· Alarm systems need to have an audible horn or bell to be effective
· Alarm systems should automatically reset in one minute or less
· Make sure your alarm response call-list is up to date
· Instruct your neighbor how to respond to an alarm bell
SLIDING GLASS DOORS & WINDOWS
· Place a wooden dowel or stick into the sliding door track to prevent limited movement.

· Metal fold-down blocking devices called “charley bars” and various track 
· Locks that can be screwed down to prevent a sliding door from being lifted from the track.

· Secure all accessible windows with secondary blocking devices.
· Lock accessible windows open no more than 6 inches for ventilation.

· Use anti-lift devises to prevent window from being lifted out.

LIGHTING

· Use interior light timers to establish a pattern of occupancy

· Use timers to activate the radio or television while away. 
· Use good outdoor lighting at front and rear of residence. 
· Use light timers, photo-cells or motion activated lights to turn on/off lights automatically.
For Information on establishing an active Crime Watch Program in your community call:
Boynton Beach Crime Prevention Unit

 (561) 742-6848 or 742-6849

